


Ikoi Unai (center) answers questions about photographs taken in 1922 by government 
anthropologist F.E. Williams in the Purari Delta of Papua New Guinea. These images 
are now kept in the National Archives of Australia. Anthropologist Joshua A. Bell went 
to the Purari Delta with these and other images as a way to talk about social 
transformation and history, and as a way to share museum collections documenting 
their traditions. These images became important touchstones for ways of life that only 
exist in the memories of elders such as Ikoi. Their collective viewing gave elders 
opportunities to share their personal experiences and comment on the past with their 
village. Photo by Joshua A. Bell 2001. 





Photographer Joseph K. Dixon (left) and Ishi beside a Haida totem pole outside the 
University of California Museum of Anthropology, San Francisco, 1915. National 
Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution. Inventory 01279200. 
 






















